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University Avenue and West 181 Street and to 
savor the variety of their celebrations. There is 
no better way to see our Bronx community. 

The Annual Hall of Fame 10K Run is joined 
by a 2 Mile Fitness Walk and, for the second 
year, a Hall of Fame Excalibur One Mile Boys 
and Girls Youth Challenge for 9 to 18 years 
olds. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing the individuals and participants 
who are making the Bronx Community Col-
lege’s 25th Annual Hall of Fame 10K run pos-
sible.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO CROATION 
SONS LODGE NUMBER 170

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct honor to congratulate the Croatian Sons 
Lodge Number 170 of the Croatian Fraternal 
Union of America on the festive occasion of its 
96th Anniversary and Golden Member ban-
quet on Sunday, April 27, 2003. In addition to 
honoring thirty new 50-year members, the 
Lodge will also honor Martha J. Woss with the 
Woman of the Year Award, and Valentine-
Walter Bahun with the Man of the Year Award. 

This year, the Croatian Fraternal Union will 
hold this gala event at the Croatian Center in 
Merrillville, Indiana. Traditionally, the anniver-
sary celebration entails a formal recognition of 
the Union’s Golden Members, those who have 
achieved fifty years of membership. This 
year’s honorees include: Richard D. Bekelya, 
Josephine Blaschke, Violet Marie Boatman, 
Josephine Bobinac, Tom Bobinac, Nettie 
Brooks, Bernadette Chelich, Catherine Child, 
Yvonne Drysdale, Alice Erbesti, Matthew 
Erdelac, Sandra C. Giorgi, Marija Jugovic, 
Pauline Muraida, George Nosich, Carol Jean 
Pettit, John L. Ramuscak, Rudolph J. 
Ramuscak, Mary C. Rozmanich, Joanna Russ, 
Annie Jane Seral, Bartol Sikich, Jr., Rosemary 
Smith, Gertrude Studanich, Jean O. Surig, Do-
lores Teel, Jo Ann Tull, Irene Weger, Jose-
phine Williamson, and Mary Yurkas. 

These loyal and dedicated individuals share 
this prestigious honor with over 300 additional 
Lodge members who have previously attained 
this important designation. 

Mr. Speaker, Martha Woss has been a fix-
ture with the Croatian Fraternal Union for 78 
years. She has served as president, vice 
president, recording secretary, and scribe, as 
well as serving as the chair for numerous 
committees. Martha also wrote a weekly col-
umn reporting the events of her Lodge, as well 
as other area Lodges. She was the first 
woman to bowl in the Joe Rady Tourney, and 
she was awarded a plaque from the national 
president for this honor. Martha has been a 
dedicated member of the Lodge since 1925, 
and because of her commitment and hard 
work, she has achieved the honor of being 
designated as Woman of the Year. 

On January 17, 2003, Valentine-Walter 
‘‘Wally’’ Bahun celebrated not only his 83rd 
birthday, but also 65 years of service for 
Lodge 170 of the Croatian Fraternal Union of 
America. Wally has served in various positions 
throughout his time with the Lodge, including 
president, vice president, and trustee. He was 

also elected as a delegate to the Toronto 15th 
Convention in 1979, and has been elected as 
a delegate each year since for his dedication 
to Lodge 170. His commitment to the Croatian 
community of Northwest Indiana serves as an 
example of the dedication we all must show to 
keep our nation great. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge you and my other distin-
guished colleagues to join me in commending 
Lodge President Betty Morgavan, and all the 
other members of the Croatian Fraternal 
Union Lodge Number 170, for their loyalty and 
ongoing display of passion for their ethnicity. 
The Croatian community has played a key role 
in enriching the quality of life and culture of 
Northwest Indiana. It is my hope that this year 
will bring renewed hope and prosperity for all 
members of the Croatian community and their 
families. I am proud to represent these gifted 
residents of the First Congressional District of 
Indiana.
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SALUTING THE CARGILL SALT 
MINERS OF TEAMSTERS LOCAL 
NO. 436 IN THEIR STRUGGLE TO 
RETAIN REPRESENTATION AND 
END A LOCK-OUT DESPITE COM-
PANY EFFORTS TO BREAK THE 
UNION 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in sup-
port of the members of Teamsters Local No. 
436. This racially and ethnically diverse group 
of salt miners constitutes the bargaining unit at 
Cargill’s Cleveland salt mine in Ohio’s 10th 
Congressional District. Many of them are 
locked out of the mine in a labor dispute, the 
outcome of which will have major implications 
for working men and women everywhere. 

In May 2002, the salt miners went on strike. 
Between May and August, the miners and the 
company met on several occasions to resolve 
the dispute and draft a mutually agreeable 
labor contract. On August 13, 2002, while still 
engaged in good faith negotiations with 
Cargill, the union miners made an uncondi-
tional offer to return to work. When the miners 
attempted to return to their jobs, they learned 
that Cargill hired permanent replacement 
workers who were either hired before August 
13, or their dates of hiring were backdated 
prior to August 13. All but 26 of the union min-
ers were locked out. The hiring of replacement 
workers in this manner violates the National 
Labor Relations Act as an act of bad faith in 
labor negotiations. 

Shortly after the lockout, one of the replace-
ment workers filed a decertification petition 
with the National Labor Relations Board. In a 
strong show of support, the working and 
locked out union miners showed up at the 
mine at 6:00 in the morning on April 10, 2003, 
to support the union. One locked out miner 
drove 150 miles from Columbus for the vote 
while another left his hospital bed to vote. The 
result of the election was a 63–58 victory for 
the union. Even though the Cargill-supported 
replacement workers appealed the election, 
the union workers again rallied to oppose the 
decertification and voted 64–61 to retain the 
union. 

The union workers have my full support. 
The replacement workers, too, should under-

stand that the good pay and benefits they 
enjoy at Cargill were hard-fought by the Team-
sters locally and the national organized labor 
movement in general. Once the union is gone, 
no one will be there to represent them in gain-
ing and retaining their pay, rights, and bene-
fits. Unions are good for workers and compa-
nies alike. I support the union workers’ efforts 
to stop the decertification of their union and to 
end the lock-out so they can return to work as 
soon as possible. I call on Cargill to accept 
the democratic process built into our nation’s 
labor law, accept the will of the workers to re-
tain union representation, and return imme-
diately to good faith negotiations with the 
Teamsters.
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IN HONOR OF LUDO NOLFO, RE-
CIPIENT OF BAYONNE UNICO 
FOUNDATION’S 2003 MAN OF THE 
YEAR AWARD 

HON. ROBERT MENENDEZ 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 1, 2003

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Ludo Nolfo, for his outstanding dedi-
cation to the community of Bayonne, New Jer-
sey. Mr. Nolfo was named the 2003 Man of 
the Year by the Bayonne Chapter of UNICO 
National on April 5, 2003 at the Chandelier 
Restaurant in Bayonne. 

An Italian immigrant at age 16, and a grad-
uate of New York University with a degree in 
accounting, Mr. Nolfo served two years in the 
United States military before working with 
Manufacturers Hanover in New York. For over 
27 years, Mr. Nolfo worked for First Union Na-
tional Bank, where he was Vice President of 
Trade Services. He is currently Vice President 
of International Trade Banking at the New 
York Branch of Rabobank Nederland. 

In addition to his remarkable professional 
record and successful career, Mr. Nolfo has a 
distinguished record of community service. As 
trustee of the Bayonne Board of Education 
and Our Lady of the Assumption Roman 
Catholic Church, commissioner of the Ba-
yonne Housing Authority, and treasurer of the 
Board of the Bayonne Visiting Nurses Asso-
ciation, Mr. Nolfo continues to demonstrate an 
impressive level of commitment to serving the 
people of Bayonne. 

A past president and district governor of the 
Bayonne Chapter of UNICO National, Mr. 
Nolfo has been committed to serving the 
Italian community throughout our region. He is 
a founding member and formal grand marshal 
of the Bayonne Columbus Committee; a mem-
ber and past president of the Bayonne Sicilian 
Citizens Club; and a member of the Sons of 
Italy of Bayonne. He also served on the Com-
mittee on Italian Migration, sponsored by the 
Italian Consulate. 

Today, I ask my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Mr. Nolfo for his exceptional service 
to the people of Bayonne and in congratu-
lating him on being named Bayonne UNICO’s 
2003 Man of the Year.
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